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if there fhafl not be enough fpecifically to diftingoifh them, 
and hinder them from being fampled by anything of the 
ipoils of the Sea or frelh waters or the land-(nails; my argu¬ 
ment will fall, and I {hall be happily convinced of an Er- 

ruur. 

Another Letter , written of the fame Gentleman , from York 
Sept. 13, i6yr. enlarging his former Communications its Numb, 
75, about Vegetable Excrefipencies j and Ichneumon- 
Worms. 

SIR, 

I N my lath Paper shout Vegetable Excrefctncies , I was wholly 
filent ofthe opinion, which Mr ,Willeugbby is pleafed to fa* 
vour; and becaufe that worthy Gentleman hath lo far made it 
probable, that now it feems only to depend upon the good 
fortune of fome lucky Obferver, I am willing to reaflume my 
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have 
made of the Births of Ichneumons , do but beget in me a ftrong 
belief, that they have a way yet unheeded : whereby they do as 
boldly, asfubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies of In¬ 
fers and parts of Vegetables. 

A fifth and laft proportion of that Paper * was,tbat the fub= 
fiance of many VegetableExcrefcencies (eemedmt to be 
* See Hu mb. the food of the norms to be fount in them. My mean- 

7 S- P a2 54- ingwas, that the fubftance of the Vegetable Ex« 
crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were 
to be found,was rather augmented, than diminifhed or worm; 
eaten. Aud the like conformity of their feeding within In. 

fects is wellobferved by Mr, Willoughby *, that 
* s<e above in the impregnated Caterpillars feem not to be con; 
this very Tract, cerned, though their bodies are full of Infedtsof 
a quite different kind, but go on as far as rhcv 
may towards the atchievement of the perfection of their 
own fpec'es. Thus I have feen a Poppy-head fwoln to a mon- 
ftrous bulk, and yet all the Cells were not receptacles of Ich¬ 
neumons , but fome had good and ripe feed in them, I fhall 
not refufe Mr. Willoughby ( though you know upon what 

grounds 
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grounds, I have twice done it to youj the fatisfaCh'on of an 
Anfwer to my loth Qutere, by him refolved negatively: It is 
true, the fwarms of the Ichneumons , coming out of the fides 
of Caterpillars, do immediatly make themlelves up into bun¬ 
ches , and each particular Theca , from the Cabbage-Cater¬ 
pillar (for example,) is wrought about with yellow (ilk, as 
thofe from the black and ycllow-Jacobiea- Caterpillar with 
white, but as for web to cover thofe bunches of Theca s^X ne¬ 
ver obferved it but in the green Caterpillar fo common in our 
Line tinJbire-. heaths, which are affixed to Bents or other plants. 
Thefe in truth never deceived but my expectation, for I verily 
thought I had found, when 1 firft obferved them, a Caterpil¬ 
lar equivalent to the Indian filk-worm $ but having cut them 
in two, and expeCted to have found a Caterpillars Chryfalls iu 
the middle, there prefented themfelves a (warm of Ichneumons * 
Thefe are as large many of them as my thumb, that is,at leaft 
four times bigger then the Folliculus or Egg-bag of any En- 
ghffi fpider that I ever faw yet. By good fortune I have not 
thrown away the boxes, wherein I made the Obfervation con- 
cerning Ichneumons feeding upon the Eggs of certain Spiders* 

I have had them in feveral boxes, fo me 8, fome io, fome 12 
days in Vermiculo , feeding upon the very cakes of Spiders* 
eggs, before they wrought themfelves Theca’s for further 
change; and they feldome exceeded the number of 5 to one 
cake of Eggs, See. fo that you may allure Mr .Willoughby^ 
this is no conjecture , but a real obfervation accompanied 
with more circumftances, than I am willing at prefent to re* 
late. 
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